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Miniature of an Incan tunic, c. 1500

Native American relics found on 
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Map Timelines

North America

Mesoamerica

The Caribbean

South America

c. 25,000–
14,000 
years ago 
First peoples 
arrive and 
spread across 
North America

c. 1050–1350 
CE 
Cahokia 
becomes a 
major city (near 
present-day 
Illinois, USA)

c. 1450 CE  
Confederacy 
forms (Northeast 
North America)

1607 
Jamestown 
founded (first 
permanent 
English set-
tlement in 
what becomes 
the U.S.)

1763  
Royal Procla-
mation of 1763 
(Britain sets 
rules for settle-
ment and Indig-
enous lands)

1776  
Declaration of 
Independence 
(United States 
begins its break 
from Britain)

1865 
13th Amend-
ment ends 
slavery in the 
United States

1867 
Canadian Con-
federation (Can-
ada becomes a 
self-governing 
dominion)

1964–1965 
U.S. Civil Rights 
laws expand 
rights pro-
tections (Civil 
Rights Act; Vot-
ing Rights Act)

c. 1200–400 
BCE 
Olmec civiliza-
tion develops 
(Gulf Coast 
of Mexico)

c. 250–900 CE 
Classic Maya 
city-states 
thrive (southern 
Mexico & Cen-
tral America)

1325 
Tenochtitlán 
founded (Aztec/
Mexica capital; 
present-day 
Mexico City)

1519–1521 
Spanish con-
quest of the 
Aztec Empire

1524 
Spanish con-
quest spreads 
into much of 
Central America

1821 
Mexico 
becomes 
independent 
(end of Spanish 
rule in Mexico)

1821 
Central Amer-
ica declares 
independence 
from Spain 
(new political 
paths begin)

1910–1920 
Mexican Rev-
olution (major 
political and 
social change) 
independence 
from Spain 
(new political 
paths begin)

1996 
Guatemala 
Peace Accords 
(civil war ends; 
rebuilding and 
rights move-
ments continue)

c. 1000–1500 
CE 
Taíno societies 
flourish (Greater 
Antilles, includ-
ing Hispaniola 
and Puerto Rico)

1492 
Columbus 
reaches the 
Caribbean 
(major turning 
point in hemi-
spheric history)

1500s 
Enslaved Afri-
cans are forced 
to the Carib-
bean (plantation 
labor expands)

1600s–1700s 
Maroon com-
munities form 
(escaped 
enslaved peo-
ple build free 
settlements, 
e.g., Jamaica)

1791–1804 
Haitian Revolu-
tion (first Black-
led republic in 
the Americas)

1834 
Slavery abol-
ished in most 
of the British 
Empire (major 
change across 
British Carib-
bean colonies)

1898 
Spanish–
American 
War changes 
Caribbean 
control (Cuba 
and Puerto 
Rico affected)

1959 
Cuban Rev-
olution (new 
government; 
major Cold 
War impacts)

2010 
Haiti earthquake 
(major human-
itarian disaster 
and rebuild-
ing efforts)
South America

c. 3000–1800 
BCE 
Caral/Norte 
Chico civili-
zation grows 
(Peru; among 
the earliest in 
the Americas)

c. 900–200 
BCE 
Chavín culture 
influences the 
Andes (Peru)

c. 1438–1533 
CE 
Inca Empire 
expands (Andes)

1532–1533 
Spanish con-
quest of the Inca

1804 
Haiti’s inde-
pendence 
inspires move-
ments across 
the Americas 
(impact felt in 
South Amer-
ica, too)

1810–1825 
South Ameri-
can indepen-
dence wars 
(new nations 
emerge across 
the continent)

1888 
Brazil abol-
ishes slavery 
(Lei Áurea / 
“Golden Law”)

1954 
First modern 
World Cup held 
in South Amer-
ica (Uruguay 
hosts; shared 
regional identity 
through sport)

2016 
Colombia 
peace agree-
ment signed 
(major step 
toward ending 
long conflict)
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