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Pennsylvania History, Beginnings to 1865

Before 1638 
Native Americans 
are the only 
people in 
Pennsylvania.

1638 Swedish 
and Finnish 
colonists 
are the first 
Europeans 
in the area.

1655 Dutch 
take control 
of New 
Sweden.

1674 The 
English take 
control of 
Pennsylvania.

1681–1682 William Penn 
establishes Pennsylvania as a 
haven for Quakers and other 
persecuted religious groups. 
Philadelphia is founded. 

1704  
Delaware 
separates from 
Pennsylvania.

1737 The 
Walking 
Purchase 
expands White 
settlement in 
the area.

1751 Liberty 
Bell is 
brought to 
Pennsylvania.

1763–1767 Charles 
Mason and Jeremiah 
Dixon draw Mason-
Dixon line between 
Pennsylvania and 
Maryland. It later 
became a boundary 
between states with 
and without slavery.

1776 United 
States 
Declaration of 
Independence 
is signed in 
Philadelphia.

1787 The U.S. 
Constitution is 
written at the 
Constitutional 
Convention at 
Independence 
Hall.

1790–1800 
Philadelphia 
is the capital 
of the United 
States.

1844 William 
Still moves to 
Philadelphia and 
begins working with 
the Pennsylvania 
Society for the 
Abolition of Slavery. 

1863 Battle of 
Gettysburg is a 
Union victory. 
Abraham 
Lincoln gives 
the Gettysburg 
Address. 
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Pennsylvania State Capitol

Pennsylvania Judicial Center
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Locations Right Responsibility

 

 

 

Our fathers brought forth, on this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that 

all men are created equal. 

Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address, 1863

Many were led by the north star through the 
darkest nights, carry only the hope of freedom.

William Still

We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are 

created equal that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain inalienable rights that among these rights are life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Declaration of Independence, 1776
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