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A chief holds a contest: whoever can break heavy elk antlers may 

marry his daughter. Many try and fail. A quiet, sick-looking 

stranger stands, shakes off his old skin, and reveals his true 

form—Salmon—then easily breaks the antlers. After Salmon 

wins the contest, people chase the couple. Salmon is struck 

down, but Crow saves a single salmon egg and lovingly raises 

it until a “salmon boy” grows up. He becomes strong and restores 

balance. He gains spirit power and confronts Coyote and Badger, 

ending their harm and setting limits on them. The story underlines 

salmon’s sacred role amongst the Chinookan people.

—Summary adapted from “The Salmon,” told by Charles Cultee, recorded by Franz Boas in Chinook Texts. U.S. 

Bureau of American Ethnology: 1894.

The original Oregon 
Constitution of 1857 said that 
Black people who didn’t already live in Oregon when it became a state were not allowed to move 
there, own land, or make legal 
agreements. The law also said 
the government had to make 
sure they were removed from 
the state and punish anyone 
who helped them stay.

c. 13000 BCE 
Paisley Caves 
are inhabited.

1805 Lewis & 
Clark reach 
Oregon. They 
construct Fort 
Clatsop and 
spend the 
winter there.

1811 John 
Jacob Astor’s 
fur company 
builds Astoria, 
the first trading 
post in Oregon.

1834 Methodist 
missionaries 
arrive in the 
Willamette 
Valley and 
begin Oregon’s 
first permanent 
American 
settlement.

1843 About 1,000 
pioneers follow 
the Oregon 
Trail in their 
covered wagons 
to settle in the 
Willamette Valley.

1859 Oregon 
becomes the 
33rd state.

1847–1878 A 
series of bitterly 
fought American 
Indian wars 
include the 
Rogue River 
Wars, the Modoc 
War, and the 
Nez Perce War.

1912 Women 
in Oregon are 
granted the 
right to vote.

1942 Japanese 
Americans are 
interned at 
Tule Lake.

1964 The worst 
floods in the 
state’s history 
damage western 
Oregon.

2020 Labor Day 
wildfires burn over 
1 million acres in 
western Oregon.
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Primary Sources

“The Salmon”

Venn Diagram

Black Exclusion Laws

In 1926, people in Oregon 
voted to repeal (remove) 
the old Black exclusion 
laws from the original 
Constitution. They argued 
that these laws were 
invalid because they were 
“in conflict with the United 
States constitution.”
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